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Why Study Theology?

1. Everything is theological
2. Understand God and life
3. Know what you believe
4. For your witness
5. Teach others
6. Order the life of the church
7. Respond to God’s mission in the world









¶ 102. SECTION 1—OUR DOCTRINAL HERITAGE

United Methodists profess the historic Christian faith in God, incarnate in Jesus Christ 
for our salvation and ever at work in human history in the Holy Spirit. Living in a 
covenant of grace under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, we participate in the first fruits of 
God’s coming reign and pray in hope for its full realization on earth as in heaven.

Our heritage in doctrine and our present theological task focus upon a renewed grasp 
of the sovereignty of God and of God’s love in Christ amid the continuing crises of 
human existence. Our forebears in the faith reaffirmed the ancient Christian message 
as found in the apostolic witness even as they applied it anew in their own 
circumstances.

Their preaching and teaching were grounded in Scripture, informed by Christian 
tradition, enlivened in experience, and tested by reason. Their labors inspire and 
inform our attempts to convey the saving gospel to our world with its needs and 
aspirations.

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 45.



Basic Christian Affirmations

We hold in common with all Christians a faith in the 
mystery of salvation in and through Jesus Christ.

Because God truly loves us in spite of our willful sin, God 
judges us, summons us to repentance, pardons us, 
receives us by that grace given to us in Jesus Christ, and 
gives us hope of life eternal.

We share the Christian belief that God’s redemptive love is 
realize in human life by the activity of the Holy Spirit, both 
in personal experience and in the community of believers.

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 47-48.



We understand ourselves to be part of Christ’s universal 
church when by adoration, proclamation, and service we 
become conformed to Christ.

With other Christians we recognize that the reign of God is 
both a present and future reality.

We share with many Christian communions a recognition 
of the authority of Scripture in matters of faith, the 
confession that our justification as sinners is by grace 
through faith, and the sober realization that the church is in 
need of continual reformation and renewal.

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 47-48.



Distinctive Wesleyan Emphasis

Prevenient Grace
Justification and Assurance
Sanctification and Perfection
Faith and Good Works
Mission and Service
Nurture and Mission of the Church

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 49-52.
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¶ 104. SECTION 3—OUR DOCTRINAL STANDARDS 
AND GENERAL RULES

1. The Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church
2. The Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United 

Brethren Church
3. The Standard Sermons of Wesley
4. The Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament
5. The General Rules of the Methodist Church

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 63-78.



The Nature of  Our Theological Task

Critical and constructive
Individual and communal
Contextual and incarnational
Essentially practical

Theological Guidelines: Sources and Criteria

Scripture
Tradition 
Experience 
Reason

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 78-89.
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Sources of Methodist Doctrine

1. Constitutional standards: Constitution, Articles of 
Religion, Confession of Faith, Standard Sermons, 
Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament, and 
General Rules.

2. Contemporary statements: Book of Discipline (non-
constitutional sections) and Book of Resolutions.

3. Liturgy: The United Methodist Hymnal and The United 
Methodist Book of Worship.



http://bookstore.upperroom.org/cart/
http://bookstore.upperroom.org/cart/
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The Oxford Holy Club

1) Fasted;

2) Received Holy Communion 
once each week;

3) Studied and discussed the 
Greek New Testament and the 
Classics;

4) Visited prisoners and the sick;

5) Systematically brought lives 
under strict review.



Societies

Classes

Bands

Trial
Bands

Penitential
Bands



The Methodist Societies
There are about twelve persons in every class, one of whom is styled the Leader.
It is his duty:

(1)To see each person in his class once a week at the least; in order
To receive what they are willing to give toward the relief of the poor;
To inquire how their souls prosper;
To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occasion my require.

(2) To meet the Minister and the stewards of the Society once a week, in order:
To pay in to the stewards what they have received of their several classes in the 
week preceding;
To show their account of what each person has contributed; and
To inform the Minister of any that are sick, or of any that walk disorderly
and will not be reproved.

There is only one condition previous required in those who desire admission into 
these societies, ‘a desire to flee from the wrath to come, ‘to be saved from their
sins’. But wherever this is really fixed in the soul it will be shown by its fruit.

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 76..



Bands

1. What known sins have your committed since our 
last meeting?

2. What temptations have your faced?
3. How were you delivered?
4. What have you thought, said, or done of which you 

doubt whether it be sin or not?





The General Rules of the United Societies

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil in every kind….
Secondly, By doing good, by being in every kind merciful after their 

power, As they have the opportunity doing good of every 
possible sort and as far as tt is possible to all people….

Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordinances of God. Such are:
The public worship of God;
The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded;
The Supper of the Lord;
Family and private prayer
Searching the Scriptures; and
Fasting, or abstinence.

The Book of Discipline 2012, 76-78.



Minutes of the First Preacher’s Meeting

The design of our meeting was proposed, namely, to consider, 
1. What to teach; 2. How to teach; 3. What to do; that is, how 
to regulate our doctrine, discipline, and practice.

What was the rise of Methodism, so called?
What is faith?
What is it to be sanctified?
What is the office of a Helper?
What is the business of an Assistant?
How many circuits are there now?
How may we raise a general fund for carrying on the whole work 
of God?



Robert Strawbridge

Maryland

Philip Embury

New York

Cpt. Thomas Webb

Philadelphia

Barbara Heck

New York



.

The Christmas Conference of 1784
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General Conference
Legislative (¶ 16 ), Speaks for Church ((¶ 509)

Jurisdictional Conference
Election of Bishops (¶27.2)

Central Conference
Election of Bishops (¶ 31.2)

Adaptation of Discipline (¶31.5)

Annual Conference
Elect Delegates to GC and JC (¶¶35, 36)

Clergy Relations (¶33)
Vote on Constitutional amendments (¶33)

District Conference
Certifies Candidates for Ministry (¶666)

Charge Conference
Examines and recommends Ministry Candidates (¶247.8 )

Elects and sends delegates to AC (¶249.5) 
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Wesley’s Great Britain

Holy Club
Societies
Accountability
Discipline: Consultative and 

Autocratic
Conference: Clergy

Discipleship Groups
Field Preaching
Small Groups
Movement within Church of 

England

North America Today

Sunday Worship
Local Churches
Fellowship
Discipline: Legislative and 

Democratic
Conference: Clergy and           

Laity
Sunday School
Church Buildings
Preaching
Major world-wide 

Denomination





¶ 126 The Heart of Christian Ministry 

All Christians are called through their baptism to 
this ministry of servanthood in the world to the 
glory of God and for human fulfillment.

The Book of Discipline, 2012, 94-95. 
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Kingdom of God (Reign of God)

“I must preach the good news of the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also; for I was sent 
for this purpose” (Luke 4:43).

“Seek first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33)

“Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew  6:10)





Cannon United Methodist Church
Snellville, Georgia



“Well, you know the GO Team all started that 
day you stood up in front of the congregation 
and explained that disciple is a verb and that 
God had a vision for Cannon Church in our 
local community, especially in the local 
schools.”

Claire Collins
Member/Teacher 



Gwin Oaks
Elementary School
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Gwinnett County Schools









“We like to say we can be the hands and feet 
of Christ even though we can't actively preach 
the gospel…. but the impact is that teachers, 
students, parents know that a group of people 
that identify as Christians care enough to 
come and get involved. ”

Claire Collins
Member/Teacher



“It truly is God’s vision…. I often stand amazed when 
we look back at where God has taken us. What 
happens daily at Gwin Oaks ripples out into the 
community in ways that we cannot even imagine. 
This experience has taught me so much about God’s 
prevenient grace. I have also learned that having 
faith is not about believing in me and my own 
abilities. It is about trusting in what God has in store 
for His ministry in the community.”

Claire Collins
Member/Teacher







Matthew 18:5
5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me. 

Matthew 19:13-15
13 Then little children were being brought to him in order 
that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The 
disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14but 
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.’ 15And he laid his hands on them and 
went on his way. 

NRSV, Jesus





Church ---------------------- Kingdom of God
Religion ------------------ Followers of Jesus
Institution --------------------------- Movement
Program -------------------------------- Ministry
Building ------------------------ Body of Christ
Membership --------------------- Discipleship
Clergy ------------------- Ministry of the Laity
Attraction --------------------------------Mission
“Come” -------------------------------------- “Go”

Culture                             New Testament



The General Rules of the United Societies

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil in every kind….
Secondly, By doing good, by being in every kind merciful after their 

power, As they have the opportunity doing good of every 
possible sort and as far as tt is possible to all people….

Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordinances of God. Such are:
The public worship of God;
The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded;
The Supper of the Lord;
Family and private prayer
Searching the Scriptures; and
Fasting, or abstinence.

The Book of Discipline 2012, 76-78.
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